
THE MOUNT ETNA TROUGH TIME 

 

The Mount Etna, a 500,000-year-old volcano about 3,329 meters high (INGV data of December 2014), is 

considered the largest in Europe and one of the most active volcanoes in the world.  

The evolution and expansion of the volcano from the first Basal Tholeiitic levels (~ 500,000 years ago) to the 

products of the Elliptic and the recent Mongibello (2,000 years ago - Recent), have been catalogued during 

the course of history, such as in the work of Emanuela Guidoboni and Cecilia Ciuccarelli (2008) where they 

reported a drawing of the eruption that took place in 1224. 

 

 
Fig.1: First historical evidence of a significant Mt. Etna eruption in 1224 by Emanuela Guidoboni and 

Cecilia Ciuccarelli (Journal of Volcanology and Geothermal Research, Vol.4 No.178, 2008. Link: 

www.medievalists.net). 

 

  
Fig.2: on the left side a drawn of the Mount Etna, published by Fielding & Walker (1783); on the right side a 

photo of the volcano today, view from the city of Catania. From the Anvus-Regione Sicilia 

(www.anvusicilia.it). 

 

http://www.medievalists.net/
http://www.anvusicilia.it/


 
Fig.3: Geological map of the Mount Etna (http://www.ct.ingv.it/index.php/risorse-e-servizi/carta-geologica-

del-vulcano-etna-scala-1-50-000). 

 

 

THE MOUNTAIN AND ITS FAUNA OVER TIME 

 

The Mount Etna, is an active stratovolcano on the east coast of Sicily (Italy) and it has always been the natural 

habitat of many mammalians such as wild boars (Sus scrofa), wolves (Canis lupus), fallow deers (Dama 

dama), roe deers (Capreolus capreolus), deers (Cervus elaphus) and otters (Lutra lutra) that are no longer 

present (information collected from the websites: www.etnaexperience.com; https://etnatao.com;  

www.guidevulcanologicheetna.it) 

 

EXTINCT SPECIES FROM THE MOUNT ETNA 

 
Canis lupus 

Extinct in 1935 

Habitat: Woods, agricultural 

areas with however presence of 

wooded and inaccessible areas 

Cause of extinction: loss of 

habitat 

 
Lutra lutra 

Extinct in 1850? 

Habitat: Rivers 

Cause of extinction: loss of 

habitat 

 
Cervus elaphus 

Extinct before 1800 

Habitat: Woods 

Cause of extinction: loss of habitat 

 

http://www.ct.ingv.it/index.php/risorse-e-servizi/carta-geologica-del-vulcano-etna-scala-1-50-000
http://www.ct.ingv.it/index.php/risorse-e-servizi/carta-geologica-del-vulcano-etna-scala-1-50-000
http://www.etnaexperience.com/
https://etnatao.com/
http://www.guidevulcanologicheetna.it/


 
Dama dama 

Extinct in 1845 

Habitat: Woods 

Cause of extinction: loss of 

habitat 

 
Capreolus capreolus 

Extinct in 1870 

Habitat: Woods 

Cause of extinction: loss of 

habitat 

 
Sus scrofa 

Extinct in 1870 

Habitat: Woods 

Cause of extinction: loss of habitat 

 

SOME OF THE SPECIES PRESENT TODAY IN THE MOUNT ETNA 

 
Felis silvestris 

 
Vulpes vulpes 

 
Aquila chrysaetos 

 

 
Alectoris graeca whitakeri 

 
Anthocaris damonae  

Aglais Urticae 

 

For additional information: 

- http://www.anisn.it/workgroup/Progetto%20Biodiversita/materiali%20didattici%20secondo%20ciclo_20

11/PALERMO_4MARZO2011/La%20biodiversit%E0%20delle%20formazioni%20in%20Sicilia/LaMa

ntiaBiodiversit%E0.pdf 

- http://www.casadellefarfallemonteserra.it 

- https://www.lasicilia.it/news/cultura/11365/etna-eruzioni-storiche-mappe-e-disegni-dal-1500-a-

oggi.html 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLGpRaWldSDeiStA4xNNVtmxL1HjL3PET&v=lMpjXzeTpSA

&feature=emb_logo 

- http://ilvulcanico.it/etna1883-centotrentacinque-anni-fa-leruzione-abortita-di-monte-leone/ 

- http://www.ct.ingv.it/images/documenti/geological_map_Etna.pdf 

 

http://www.anisn.it/workgroup/Progetto%20Biodiversita/materiali%20didattici%20secondo%20ciclo_2011/PALERMO_4MARZO2011/La%20biodiversit%E0%20delle%20formazioni%20in%20Sicilia/LaMantiaBiodiversit%E0.pdf
http://www.anisn.it/workgroup/Progetto%20Biodiversita/materiali%20didattici%20secondo%20ciclo_2011/PALERMO_4MARZO2011/La%20biodiversit%E0%20delle%20formazioni%20in%20Sicilia/LaMantiaBiodiversit%E0.pdf
http://www.anisn.it/workgroup/Progetto%20Biodiversita/materiali%20didattici%20secondo%20ciclo_2011/PALERMO_4MARZO2011/La%20biodiversit%E0%20delle%20formazioni%20in%20Sicilia/LaMantiaBiodiversit%E0.pdf
http://www.casadellefarfallemonteserra.it/
https://www.lasicilia.it/news/cultura/11365/etna-eruzioni-storiche-mappe-e-disegni-dal-1500-a-oggi.html
https://www.lasicilia.it/news/cultura/11365/etna-eruzioni-storiche-mappe-e-disegni-dal-1500-a-oggi.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLGpRaWldSDeiStA4xNNVtmxL1HjL3PET&v=lMpjXzeTpSA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLGpRaWldSDeiStA4xNNVtmxL1HjL3PET&v=lMpjXzeTpSA&feature=emb_logo
http://ilvulcanico.it/etna1883-centotrentacinque-anni-fa-leruzione-abortita-di-monte-leone/
http://www.ct.ingv.it/images/documenti/geological_map_Etna.pdf

